How can you apply?
To apply to the ESL program only using paper
application form:
Please go to murraystate.edu/esl and click “Printable
Application.” Fill out the Application form, scan it
together with the following items, and email them
to msu.esl@murraystate.edu:
1. A bank statement or a scholarship letter
2. A copy of the passport photo page
3. Information Release form if you are applying
through a third party
4. A copy of the money order or check for the
application fee payment in the amount of $50
made payable to Murray State University — please
mail the money order or check to the following
address:
ESL Admissions Office
Murray State University
115 Woods Hall
Murray, KY 42071
USA
To apply to the ESL program only or apply for
conditional admissions online:
Please go to murraystate.edu/esl and click
“Online Application,” and you’ll be directed to
the application login page. Please click “Create an
account” and follow the directions, upload the
required documents, and pay the application fee
to complete your application. You may email us at
msu.esl@murraystate.edu and let us know you have
submitted your application. We will do our best to
help you.
For more information on how to apply and what
documents to prepare, please visit
murraystate.edu/iis.
What should you do after being accepted?
Your acceptance and welcome packet will include
your I-20 document and other information
regarding your arrival arrangements. Take your
passport, I-20 form and other required documents
to the nearest U.S. Embassy or consulate to apply for
an F-1 student visa.

Are there activities outside the classroom?
There are many activities on the campus such as
concerts, art exhibits and sporting events. Students
who enjoy outdoor activities such as swimming,
fishing, horseback riding and camping can visit Land
Between the Lakes, a nature preserve that provides
beautiful scenery and educational exhibits and is
only a short drive from the campus. ESL students
are also able to use indoor and outdoor sports
facilities on campus. In addition, the ESL program
organizes extracurricular activities for ESL students
only, such as movie night, bowling night, class
dinners, Thanksgiving dinner, shopping trips and the
ESL Conversation Partners program.
What is the ESL Conversation
Partners program?
The ESL Conversation Partners program is
designed to provide opportunities for ESL students
to practice their spoken English with American
students outside the classroom and also to
promote intercultural understanding and awareness
between American students and international
students. ESL students interested in having a
conversation partner are eligible to participate in
the program.
Where do students live and eat?
All ESL students are encouraged to live in the
University’s residence halls and apartments. By living
in university housing, ESL students can interact with
both American and other international students in
real-life situations.
The University has a modern cafeteria within
walking distance of all campus housing. Meal plans
can be purchased at the beginning of each semester
to be used for meals on campus. A variety of
restaurants and snack shops are located near the
university.
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What is the weather like in Murray?
Murray has four distinct seasons. Summer tends
to be quite hot; spring and fall are typically mild
and comfortable. Winter, however, is somewhat
unpredictable with temperatures in December
and January ranging from as high as 15˚C to as
low as 5˚C below zero with occasional snowfall.
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English as a Second Language (ESL)
Murray State University’s English as a Second
Language program is a University based,
professionally administered intensive English
program preparing international students for
undergraduate and graduate studies at Murray
State and any higher learning institutions in
North America. The ESL program offers 20+
hours of instruction per week in nine different
skill and knowledge areas at six different
proficiency levels, including applied grammar,
conversation, speech development, oral skills
workshop, listening comprehension, academic
reading, English composition, error analysis and
TOEFL preparation. On average, ESL classes are
small, making it possible for instructors to give
personal attention to each student.
Who can apply to the ESL program?
If you are at least 17 years old or a high school
graduate in your country, you are eligible to apply
to the ESL program.
If you want to pursue an undergraduate or a
graduate degree at Murray State but do not
have the required language proficiency for direct
admission to your desired degree program, you
can apply for conditional admission through the
ESL program.
Short-Term or ESP (English for Specific
Purposes) Programs
The ESL program also offers short-term
programs throughout the year ranging from two
to seven weeks to meet the needs of the students
whose academic calendar or responsibilites do
not allow them to study for a longer period of
time with us. In addition, we can also design ESP
programs for professionals who wish to improve
language skills for their professional development.

The Murray State ESL program
is an experience of a lifetime.

Murray State University, founded in
1922, is a fully-accredited, four-year
comprehensive public university offering
undergraduate and graduate degrees
in liberal arts, humanities, business
management, economics, sciences,
education, and selected high-quality
professional studies. There are many
programs at both the graduate and
undergraduate level that are very popular
among international students, such as
MBA, Accounting, Telecommunications
Systems Management, Mass
Communications, Teaching English
to Speakers of Other Languages,
Occupational Safety and Health,
Computer Science, Graphic Design and
many more.

The welcoming and
nurturing environment
in Murray makes me
feel truly blessed to be a
student here.
~ Daniela Callejas, Colombia

I like the activities for
students. Through
the activities, we can
experience a lot and
make friends easily.
Americans here are
so friendly and teach
us many things about
American culture.
~ Motoki Harada, Japan

One of America’s Best Universities
• U.S.News & World Report America’s Best Colleges
— Ranked 12th Top Public Regional University
among all public universities in the southern
region, and is ranked 21st among all regional
universities in the south
• Forbes — Ranked on the “America’s Best
Colleges” list ten consecutive years.

A special place
Both the city of Murray and
the Murray State campus are
warm and welcoming. In fact,
in 2012 Murray was named
the “Friendliest Small Town in
America” by Rand McNally and
USA Today and a Safe
Community by the National
Safety Council through the
World Health Organization.

MURRAY

MSU is located in Murray,
Kentucky, a friendly, peaceful,
and beautiful college town
two hours from Nashville,
Tennessee, three and a half
hours from St. Louis, Missouri,
six hours from Atlanta, Georgia,
and seven hours
from Chicago, Illinois. More than
10,000 Murray State students
enjoy a large, attractive and safe
campus with excellent academic
and recreational facilities.

It’s been the best
experience not only to
study in class but also to
have plenty of chances to
interact with American
students.
~ Howard (An Li), Taiwan

The Telecommunications
Systems Management
program at Murray State
University is challenging
and fascinating.
Professors provide
high-level teaching, and
resources are available
to prepare students for
their career.
~ Yinghui Xie, China

